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I.
CALL TO ORDER:
 Chair Larry Medinger calls the January 4, 2008 meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. and asks for roll call. Present via telephone: Stuart Liebowitz, Francisco López, Jeana Woolley and Chair Larry Medinger.  Absent:  Scott Cooper, John Epstein and Maggie LaMont.   
II. PUBLIC COMMENT: None
III. CONSENT CALENDAR: Dona Lanterman, Single Family Program Manager and Craig Tillotson, Loan Specialist. 

Lanterman:   Thank you for doing this special meeting.  There are 15 loans dating back to the first of December.  We felt it was important to obtain consent now, rather than wait until the end of the month.  There will be more at the end of the month.  We want to keep consistent with the timeliness of our purchases.  Six are from the Salem-Keizer area; two from the Portland area, the remainder are anywhere from Eugene to Coquille; Gervais to Sheridan; and Bend to Merrill.  The loans range in price from $193,800, in Salem, to a high loan amount of $290,500 in Bend.  I want to draw your attention to loan six, a Portland property, it has a fairly high cost per square foot.  What is not shown is that this property does have a full basement, which is about 600 square feet.  
Woolley:  Have we taken information out of these summaries?  Didn’t we used to have the borrower’s name?

Lanterman:  Yes.  At the last meeting the Council requested that we remove the name.  Also the address is there, but the street numbers are not.  That is for the protection and privacy of the borrower.
Medinger:  One thing that is interesting to me is the address.  For example, a location on 36th and its relation to other properties and their values would be of interest and I do not feel it would be a big compromise.

Lanterman:  So you would prefer that we leave the numbers in?

Woolley:  I would.  This is an area of town that I live in.  So having the number would give me a better feel for the location. 
Lanterman:  If we do leave the numbers in there, it very easy to go to county records and get the name then also. 

Schoessler:  This is a public record, by virtue of this being a public meeting.  So with the address, you could readily start soliciting these people based upon knowing where they live and how much money they make.  They could be subject to some sort of targeting.  So we could put in, for example, the 1300 block of a street.
Medinger:  That would be perfectly fine.

Woolley:  That would give us the general area.

Lanterman:  Mr. Epstein also felt that it would be a protection to Council members as well.   
MOTION: Jeana Woolley moves that the Oregon State Housing Council approve the Consent Calendar.

VOTE: In a roll call vote the motion passed unanimously. Members Present via telephone: Liebowitz, López, Woolley, and Chair Medinger.   Absent:  Cooper, Epstein and LaMont.
Crager:  Did you want to update the Council as it relates to the OAHTC letter that has been put forth?  We have been in discussions, I have met with Larry, Scott and John prior to Christmas and the Housing Council did put another letter forward to the Governor.  The goal was giving endorsement to the Housing Alliance request, sponsored by Senator Johnson, for $2M for interim financing for preservation projects.  We all support that, but also know there is a need for permanent resources.  So the Housing Council has taken a stand in their letter requesting more OAHTC.  The follow-up letter essentially supports the interim financing proposal.  There was some confusion regarding the two proposals, so the letter explained the two parts.  Short-term financing and other resources are needed.  The letter clarified that and also indicated that we still need to get some increased resources into OAHTC.  I had some further conversations with the legislative revenue office and they have indicated there may be interest, in the February session, if we can illustrate the emergency that maybe an increase could occur.  Representative Barnhart has expressed interest in having the Housing Council meet with him and put this on the agenda for consideration as a committee bill on January 17.  Therefore, John Epstein and Scott Cooper, representing the Housing Council on Monday to speak with Representative Barnhart about this.  So the letter was heard, additional information was provided and there may be an opportunity to get an increase in OAHTC.

Woolley:  I appreciate the efforts of Larry, Scott and John in moving this forward on our behalf.  
Chair Medinger adjourns the meeting at 9:19 a.m.
_______________________________
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